[Measurement of coronary flow and flow reserve with transthoracic echocardiography: an old concept, a new tool, a lot of applications].
Non invasive evaluation of coronary flow and flow reserve by using transthoracic echocardiography is a promising method for evaluating coronary disease. Left anterior descending and right posterior descending coronary flow are accessible in the majority of patients. This technique is useful in various settings: detection of coronary artery stenosis, coronary occlusion, follow up after percutaneous coronary intervention, evaluation of the significance of coronary stenosis of intermediate severity, evaluation of the microcirculation, study of reperfusion and no reflow in the acute phase of myocardial infarction, evaluation of bypass grafts, improvement of the diagnostic accuracy during stress echocardiography. After a period of training, it's possible to change an old concept, formerly not easily accessible in clinical practice, into a useful and modern tool for evaluating coronary artery disease.